Long-term prognosis for the clicking jaw.
Ninety-four patients who complained of clicking of the temporomandibular joint not associated with pain were followed up for varying lengths of time. Analysis of the follow-up indicates that approximately 70% of the patients who have a painless, clicking temporomandibular joint will eventually have pain and that the use of a nonrepositioning occlusal splint does not lessen the likelihood of pain ensuing.